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LET'S  HEAR  IT  FOR  FRANK  DuVALL ! 


'  I’  tie  E  Hitoirial  1,1  ne 


the  front  cover  of  this  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  is  a  photograph  of  Frank 
DuVall  receiving  a  plaque  of  appreciation  for  being  the  primary  source  behind  the 
creation  of  our  Society.  This  award  was  given  during  the  Society  meeting  on  October, 
1984  at  the  Long  Beach  Convention.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are  Anthony  Swiatek  (our 
fearless  leader),  Frank  DuVall  (the  collector's  collector),  and  Helen  Carmody  (a  person 
who  really  keeps  our  Society  rolling!) 

For  those  of  you  who  are  unable  to  attend  our  meetings,  I  thought  you  would  like  to 
actually  see  some  of  the  souls  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  make  our  Society  a  success. 
We  should  all  follow  their  lead  and  lend  a  hand  to  keep  improving  upon  our  wonderful 
organization . 


WELCOME ! 


Since  our  last  newsletter,  we  have  experienced  a  marvelous  influx  of  new  members.  I 
would  now  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  offer  you  new  people  a  big  "WELCOME"  and 
introduce  myself.  I'm  your  newsletter  editor  and  chief  computer  hacker,  Ray  Mercer.  As 
most  of  our  membership  already  knows,  I  am  always  happy  to  learn  about  any  of  your 
insights,  ideas,  opinions,  criticisms,  or  thoughts  for  improvement  for  our 
organization . 


Please  consider  me  to  be  your  official  club  "pen  pal"  and  feel  free  to  contact  me  via 
Society  Headquarters  with  your  input.  As  the  people  on  the  cover  of  this  issue  prove, 
our  Society  is  only  as  good  as  its  members,  so  keep  those  cards  and  letters  rolling  into 
Society  HQ! 


Now  X  t 


r  I"  i  m  e  For  C  In  to  News  !  *** 


flash;  ! 


Mem  ber  s  H  i  p>  JR  to  sl  e  Li  e  s  An  All  Time  High  ! 


That's  right  gang,  as  of  this  printing,  we  have  530  people  on  our  membership  rolls! 
Between  you  and  me,  it's  really  a  thrill  to  be  riding  with  a  winner!  However,  it's 
important  we  never  forget  to  constantly  increase  our  membership  as  this  translates  to  a 
greater  exchange  of  knowledge  and  information  between  our  membership. 


With  this  in  mind,  have  YOU  signed  up  a  new  member  recently?  Believe  me  when  I  state: 
it's  not  a  backbreaking  task!  We  currently  enjoy  an  active  Society,  a  fun  &  informative 
publication,  and  an  interesting  diversity  of  members.  We  can  now  offer  any  collector, 
investor,  or  dealer  a  sterling  opportunity  to  learn  more  about  Commemorative  coins!  With 
this  kind  of  ammunition  behind  you,  signing  up  a  new  member  should  prove  to  be  as  easy 
as  voting  against  higher  taxes! 


I  would  like  to  take  this  time  to  thank  Helen  &  Don  Carmody  for  their  tireless  and 
successful  work  in  acquiring  new  members.  They  are  our  TOP  recruiters  and  have  more  than 
earned  our  respect.  In  the  future,  I  am  going  to  ask  our  Secretary,  Helen,  to  note  our 
top  recruiters  and  I  will  list  them  in  this  publication.  This  will  allow  us  to  offer  our 
top  recruiters  a  well  deserved  t ip-of - the-hat ! 

Welcome  Memhexr  //500  —  E  1  ±  z  sl  t>e  t  H  Tones  ! 


Ms.  Jones  holds  the  illustrious  title  of  "Chief  Sculptor  &  Engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint" 
and  I  am  happy  to  see  we  finally  have  a  member  who  is  more  famous  than  Anthony  Swiatek! 
All  kidding  aside,  I  am  sure  you'll  all  join  me  in  welcoming  this  wonderful  lady 

aboard ! 


Society  Meeting: 

CJ  e  n  t  a  1  States  Show! 


Page 


2 


Although  a  meeting  is  definitely  slated,  we  have  run  into  a  little  logistical  snag!  When 
Jim  Iacovo  attempted  to  contact  the  appropriate  officials,  he  quickly  discovered  both 
the  Show  Chairman's  address  and  phone  number  listed  in  COIN  WORLD  are  invalid!  After  a 
number  of  vain  attempts  to  contact  the  necessary  person  over  the  phone,  Jim  shot  off  a 
letter  to  the  address  indicated  and  it  was  eventually  returned  "Address  Unknown!" 

However,  he  assures  me  we  will  have  a  meeting  on  Saturday,  April  27th.  I  will  be  in 
attendance  and  I  hope  to  see  you  there! 

Society  Meeting: 

Long  B  e  n  c  L  Convent  i  o  n  Centexr  ! 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  our  Society  on  Friday,  June  31st  at  10:00  AM  at  the  Long 
Beach  Show.  Plan  to  attend  as  we  will  have  a  talk  and  slide  show  on  original  holders  and 
gem  commemorat ives .  If  you  haven't  experienced  one  of  our  fun  and  informative  meetings, 
you  don't  know  what  you're  missing!  Occasionally,  we  even  throw  in  a  donut  and  a  cup  of 
molten  java! 


Thank  You.  Mike  Fulj  enz  ! 

Helen  &  Don  have  informed  me  many  of  you  eagerly  took  advantage  of  Mike's  generous  offer 
for  a  complimentary  copy  of  his  booklet,  U.S.  COMMEMORAT IVES  COINS  AS  VIEWED  BY  THE 
EXPERTS  and  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  him  for  another  one  of  his 
thoughtful  gestures! 

His  actions  just  goes  to  prove  membership  in  our  Society  provides  a  person  with  an 
excellent  chance  to  gain  some  beneficial  insights  on  the  subject  of  Commemorative  coins. 
For  those  of  you  who  are  still  interested  in  obtaining  this  report,  it  is  still 
available  by  enclosing  a  couple  of  22  cent  stamps  to  Society  HQ. 

Now,  all  we  have  to  do  is  convince  Mike  to  start  giving  away  commemorat ives  and  I  bet 
our  membership  rolls  would  blow  through  the  roof!  How  about  it,  Mike?  You  can  start  off 
by  sending  me  a  fifty  piece  type  set  and  I'll  sign  my  wife  up! 

You  Can  *  t  PC  es  ei  p>  A.  Good  Man.  Down  ! 

I'm  happy  to  report  our  Treasuer,  Don  Carmody,  is  rapidly  regaining  his  health!  In  fact, 
he  assures  me  that  it's  only  a  matter  of  time  before  he  resumes  stalking  our  delinquent 
dues  payers  with  his  infamous  baseball  bat!  This  will  prove  to  be  a  big  break  for  Helen 
as  she  was  forced  to  fill  in  for  him  during  his  recovery.  Being  a  kindhearted  soul  by 
nature,  Helen  couldn't  bring  herself  to  use  Don's  club,  so  she  opted  for  a  small  caliber 
revolver  to  collect  our  dues.  Which  reminds  me,  I  will  have  a  complete  list  of  any 
deceased,  delinquent  members  in  the  next  issue. 

Although  we  all  want  to  wish  Don  a  speedy  recover  from  his  recent  heart  attack,  I  think 
young  David  Zevin  said  it  best.  In  a  charming,  "homemade  card"  to  Helen  &  Don  he  wrote, 
"I  am  praying  for  you  and  your  husband  to  have  good  health  all  year."  I  guess  that  about 
sums  up  all  our  feelings  in  a  nutshell! 

S e? n. ci  Xn  Your  NJ o m inat  ions  ! 

By  the  time  you  receive  this  newsletter,  Helen  &  Don  will  have  already  sent  out  your 
nomination  forms  for  our  Commemorative  Society  elections.  PLEASE  seriously  consider 
running  for  an  office  and  don't  let  our  organization  fall  prey  to  a  "let  the  next  guy  do 
it"  attitude! 

As  our  by-laws  dictate,  all  officer  seats  are  open  and  this  includes  President,  Vice 
President,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Program  Chairperson,  Publicity  Chairperson  and 
Newsletter  Editor  (Holy  Smoke,  out  of  a  job  again!).  If  you  don't  bother  to  get  involved 
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or  vote,  I  hate  to  think  of  what  could  happen  to  our  club!  If  you  have  ANY  questions 
concerning  this  election  process  please  call  Helen  &  Don  at  (714)  960-0845  or  write  them 
at  O'Carmodv's  Coins  P.0.  Box  302  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648. 

Society  Members  A  r-  &  Running  For 

ANA  Board  Seats 

Needless  to  state,  the  ANA  is  the  most  influential  of  all  the  numismatic  clubs.  To  my 
knowledge,  three  of  our  members  are  running  for  ANA  Board  Seats.  They  are:  Bill  Fivaz, 
Mike  Fuljenz,  and  Anthony  Swiatek.  They  all  need  your  support  and  it  would  be  nice  if 
the  SOCIETY  FOR  U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  had  a  strong  voice  in  the  ANA  power  structure, 
so  you  may  want  to  consider  voting  for  them  in  the  up  coming  ANA  election. 

Since  this  is  an  influential  ANA  election,  I  have  asked  them  to  provide  me  with  their 
biographical  data  and  here  it  is: 

Bill  Fivaz  -  ANA  Board  Seat  // 5 

PERSONAL  INFORMATION:  Born  in  Fulton,  NY  (02/26/34).  Graduated  Hamilton  College  (B.A.) 
1956.  USNR  1956-1959;  Employed  by  the  Nestle  Co.  since  1959  (Sales),  and  currently  Bulk 
Div.  Sales  Manager  for  S.E.  Region.  Married  Marilyn  Briggs  in  1956;  two  children.  Bill 
(27)  and  Diane  (26). 

NUMISMATIC  INFORMATION:  Collecting  coins  since  1950.  /ANA  Medal  of  Merit  Award  (1984). 
/Numismatic  Ambassador  Award  (1982).  /ANA  Summer  Seminar  Instructor  (Grading  & 
Counterfeit  Detection)  for  last  5  years.  /Educational  Forum  speaker  at  F.U.N.  for  past  7 
years.  /Consultant  for  ANACS .  / Have  produced  and  made  available  color  slide  programs  on 
a  variety  of  subjects  (including  16  on  grading)  to  numismatic  organizations  throughout 
the  country  for  educational  programs,  research,  etc.  on  a  no-charge  basis.  /Frequent 
speaker  at  various  local  and  regional  numismatic  meetings.  /Author  of  frequent  articles 
in  various  numismatic  publications  (2  articles  in  CDN  Summary).  /Contributor  to  various 
numismatic-related  YN  programs.  /Contributor  to  the  "Red  Book,"  including  co-authorship 
of  the  section  on  Mint  Errors  in  the  1980  and  subsequent  editions.  /Contributor  to  the 
"VAM"  Book.  /Frequent  exhibitor  at  various  shows  with  many  Best-of-Show  and  First  Place 
awards.  /Member  of  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  Board  of  Governors. 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  ANA  (1100),  F.U.N. ,  Blue  Ridge,  Georgia  Numismatic  Assn.,  CONECA  (error 
organization),  PAK.  Past  President  &  President  Emeritus  of  NECA,  member  of  Liberty 
Seated  Coin  Club,  Love  Token  Society,  Lincoln  Cent  Collectors,  Assoc.  Member  National 
Silver  Dollar  Roundtable,  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins. 

PLATFORM:  "I  feel  strongly  that  the  collector  needs  more  valid  representation  on  the  ANA 
board,  and  as  one  for  35  years,  I  hope  to  exert  that  influence.  There  should  be  a  good 
collector/dealer  mix  on  the  governing  body,  something  that  recently  I  feel  has  been 
somewhat  overbalanced  in  favor  of  the  latter.  I  also  feel  more  work  is  needed  in  the 
educational  area  of  ANA.  I  hope  to  work  toward  a  better  collector  awareness  of  available 
material,  both  current  and  new  information  that  is  assembled,  so  ALL  members  can  benefit 
from  the  organization's  offerings.  Above  all,  I  hope  to  promote  fairness  in  all 
decisions  and  to  have  the  best  interests  of  the  hobby  in  sight  at  all  times." 

Mike  Fuljenz  -  ANA  Board  Seat  // 6 

PERSONAL  INFORMATION:  Cum  Laude  graduate  of  University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana. 
Former:  high  school  Chemistry  and  Physics  Teacher,  Principal  Governor's  Program  for 
Gifted  Children,  Coin  Dealer  with  Blue  Chip  Coins,  Authenticator  for  ANACS.  Current 
position:  Director  Numismatic  Sales  at  James  U.  Blanchard  &  Co.,  Inc. 

NUMISMATIC  CREDENTIALS:  Collector  since  age  8,  four  time  Pres,  of  Southwest  Louisiana 
Coin  Club,  Bourse  chairman  state  &  local  shows,  Columnist  Numismatic  News,  Columnist  THE 


NUMISMATIST,  Contributor  "Red  Book"  and  "Blue  Book,"  Member:  NLG,  PAK,  FUN,  LNA,  ICTA, 
TMA.  Former  ANACS  authenticator  &  grader,  published  in  numerous  magazines  and 
newsletters,  Speaker  at  numerous  coins  shows  and  investment  conferences,  Elected 
Employee  Representative  ANA,  VP  of  the  Society  For  U.S.  Commemorat ives . 

PLATFORM:  (1.)  Headquarter  managerial  improvements  will  be  a  necessity  as  our 
association  needs  to  be  run  in  a  more  professional  manner.  Recent  developments  at  ANA 
headquarters  underscore  the  necessity  of  this.  (2.)  A  videotape  library  will  be 
established  so  that  club  and  individuals  can  become  better  informed  through  the  latest 
technological  advancements.  (3.)  Improvements  in  THE  NUMISMATIST,  the  ANA  magazine,  will 
be  on  going.  (4.)  Juniors  will  be  a  major  concern  of  mine  as  they  always  have  been.  My 
work  with  youth  points  out  my  interest  in  this  group.  (5.)  Increased  membership  will  be 
accomplished  by  using  advanced  marketing  techniques  to  reach  more  collectors  and 
investors  who  have  never  heard  of  the  ANA.  For  example,  numerous  hard  asset  conventions 
need  their  participants  to  be  made  aware  of  the  ANA.  (6.)  ANA  employees  will  be  paid 
salaries  and  benefits  comparable  to  their  professional  peers,  taking  into  account  all 
appropriate  factors  involved. 

SUMMARY:  "I  feel  that  my  educational,  managerial  and  numismatic  background  puts  me  in  a 

position  to  contribute  in  many  ways  to  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors  and  the  ANA  membership 
at  large.  The  ongoing  problems  of  the  ANA  are  a  concern  of  mine  and  I  want  to  work 
towards  improving  every  aspect  of  our  association.  I  have  demonstrated  my  consistent 
interest  in  ANA  by  routinely  attending  board  sessions  for  the  past  four  years  and 
serving  on  ANA  committees  and  as  an  ANACS  consultant.  Please  consider  me  for  seat  #6." 

Anthony  Swiatek  -  ANA  Board  Seat  // 5 

NUMISMATIC  CREDENTIALS:  Co-Author  of  THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  UNITED  STATES  SILVER  AND  GOLD 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS  1892-1954,  which  received  the  NLG  's  Book  of  The  Year  Award  in  1981. 
/Testified  before  the  House  Banking,  Finance  and  Urban  Affairs  Subcommittee  regarding 
U.S.  Commemorat ive  Coinage.  /Invited  by  Donna  Pope  to  strike  the  fifth  George  Washington 
ceremonial  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  as  well  as  the  thirteenth  striking  of  our  Olympic 
Commemorative  Dollar.  /Consultant  to  ANACS.  /On  the  Board  of  Governors  and  panel  of 
lecturers  at  the  Institute  of  Numismatic  &  Philatelic  Studies  at  Adelphi  University 
(NY).  /Sponsored  and  is  part  of  the  First  Comprehensive  Home  Study  Course  Fundamentals 
of  Rare  Coin  Collecting  and  Investing.  /Write  the  ANA's  Home  Study  Course  dealing  with 
Commemoratives .  /Lectures  at  many  educational  forums  at  major  shows  and  clubs. 
/Publisher  and  editor  of  SWIATEK  NUMISMATIC  REPORT  which  was  voted  Best  Numismatic 
Newsletter  1983-84  and  1984-1985  by  the  NLG.  /A  director  of  the  NLG.  /NLG's  literary 
awards  for  Best  Magazine  Article  and  Best  Book  U.S.  Coins  -  THE  WALKING  LIBERTY  HALF 
DOLLAR  in  1984.  /Columnist  for  COIN  WORLD,  /writes  for  COINAGE  and  many  newsletters. 
/Contributor  to  SCOTT'S  STANDARD  U.S.  COIN  CATALOGUE,  BUY  AND  SELL  PRICE  GUIDE  TO  U.S. 
COINS,  THE  "RED  BOOK,"  THE  COIN  COLLECTORS  SURVIVORS  MANUAL,  and  OFFICIAL  ANA  GRADING 
STANDARDS  FOR  COINS. 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  ANA,  AINA,  CSNA,  FUN,  GENA,  GSNA,  MSNA ,  and  NASC  (SM).  Member  of:  1991 
Club,  ANS,  ESNA,  NCNA,  PAC,  SPMC,  TNA ,  WCCC,  ICTA,  etc. 

ADDITIONAL  AWARDS:  ANA's  Adult  Advisor  Award,  Heath  Literary  Award,  Frank  J.  Caggiano 
Literary  Award  (GENA),  and  the  Wayte  &  Olga  Raymond  Memorial  Award. 

PLATFORM:  (1.)  Represent  the  "collector's  voice"  in  order  that  their  views  be  heard  and 
their  "consumer  problems"  dealt  with.  (2.)  To  help  develop  a  better  image  for  ANA  by 
presenting  more  educational  forums.  (3.)  By  continuing  open  board  meetings  and 
attracting  new  members.  (4.)  To  create  a  special  Senior  Member's  Fund  to  pay  ANA  dues 
for  members  age  65  and  over  who  have  held  ANA  membership  for  at  least  seven  years.  (5. ) 
To  gain  greater  recognition  for  young  numismatists.  (6.)  To  create  an  arbitration  board 
for  "serious  grading  problems"  involving  ANACS,  and  to  improve  this  service.  (/ .)  lo 
establish  better  relationships  between  dealers  and  collectors.  (8.)  To  permit  the 
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sharing  of  ANA  Convention  bourse  tables  bv  dealers. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  DEPARTMENT 


First  of  all,  I  want  to  thank  everyone  for  all  the  kind  letters  that  have  been  pouring 
into  Society  HQ!  Frankly,  I  am  deeply  touched  by  your  enthusiastic  approval  of  my  work 
and  I'm  truly  impressed  so  many  of  you  are  pleased  with  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL. 

Occasionally,  putting  out  a  "club"  newsletter  can  be  a  real  pain  in  the  beehive,  but 
your  positive  comments  have  made  it  all  worth  while.  Although  I  can  see  no  real  reason 
to  reproduce  your  praise  in  our  publication  (after  all,  I'm  not  running  for  an  ANA  Board 
Seat  -  don't  get  angry  guys,  I'm  just  kidding!),  I  wanted  you  all  to  know  I  really 
appreciate  your  support.  Thank  you  fellow  members,  you've  made  it  a  pleasure  to  serve 
you ! 

Now  here's  a  letter  from  a  man  with  a  flair  for  imagination: 

How  about  sl  poll? 

"I  wonder  if  a  poll  were  taken  as  to  the  beauty  and  artistic  merit  of  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins  which  would  be  the  winner?  I  would  vote  for  the  Oregon  Trail  as  the 
greatest  esthetic  success,  but,  of  course,  many  others  have  beauty  and  charm  aside  from 
their  historic  interest.  There  are  also  some  relative  failures  as  well." 

Joseph  Lavely,  KY. 


Editor's  Reply . 

I  think  Mr.  Lavely  has  hit  upon  a  great  idea!  With  over  500  members,  we  can  have  a 
barrel  of  fun  running  a  poll.  Let's  all  send  in  our  vote  for  the  "best"  and  "worst" 
commemorative  design!  Please  limit  your  selection  to  one  coin  per  category  and  I'll 
report  our  findings  in  the  next  newsletter.  Send  your  votes  directly  to:  O'Carmody's 
Coins  P.0.  Box  302  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648. 

Not  to  tip  my  hand,  but  I  have  to  personally  agree  with  Mr.  Lavely  and  cast  my  vote  for 
the  Oregon  Trail  as  the  "best"  design!  I  would  also  like  to  thank  him  for  providing  the 
membership  with  this  novel  idea.  Who  knows,  the  coin  that  wins  the  "best"  design  award 
might  go  up  another  fifty  bucks  on  the  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER. 

Here's  another  observant  letter: 

Tuist  What  Is  A.  *  *De  t  ttslcz  t  ing  *  *  Mark? 

"My  coin  dealer  gave  me  a  XEROX  copy  of  your  December  newsletter  (editor's  comment:  I 
hope  he  also  gave  you  a  membership  application  form!).  I  really  enjoyed  your 
publication.  My  only  criticism  would  be  that  I  would  have  appreciated  greater  detail  in 
the  section  on  grading.  For  those  of  us  relatively  new  to  this  aspect  of  numismatics, 
detail  is  critical  for  us  to  learn.  What  is  the  difference  between  MINOR  marks  and 
INSIGNIFICANT  marks?  I  want  to  learn  more  and  specifics  are  critical." 

Jay  Busse,  CA . 


Editor's  Reply . 

First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Busse  for  his  kind  comments  about  our  club  and 
its  newsletter!  He  has  also  raised  a  very  valid  question  and  this  has  prompted  me  to 
write  an  article  on  "detracting"  marks  in  this  issue.  Just  like  the  old,  television 
show,  YOU  ASKED  FOR  IT,  your  Editor  will  always  strive  to  search  the  globe  to  uncover 

the  necessary  answers  to  your  questions. 
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However,  although  I  have  been  known  to  bend  an  occasional  spoon,  I  still  find  it  a  tad 
difficult  to  read  people's  minds,  so  I  strongly  suggest  everyone  follows  Mr.  Busse's 
lead  by  sending  me  your  questions.  The  whole  idea  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  is  to 
provide  our  membership  with  a  solid  vehicle  for  the  exchange  of  information,  so  keep 
those  requests  coming! 

Here's  another  timely  opinion: 

l3  Lease  ,  No  Advertising  ! 

"Enclosed  is  a  check  for  my  membership  fee  and  a  donation.  The  newsletter  is  getting 
better  all  the  time.  Please,  no  dealer  advertising  as  such.  I  would  rather  pay  more 
dues . " 


L.H.  Burkholder,  KS. 


Editor's  Reply . 

Thanks  for  paying  your  dues  and  also  enclosing  an  additional  donation!  Needless  to 
state,  you  have  my  full  support  in  regards  to  your  feelings  towards  dealer  advertising 
in  our  publication.  As  promised,  I  have  contacted  our  President  on  this  touchy  subject 
and  Anthony's  official  answer  is  included  in  the  following  letter  to  us... 

A.  Message  F  r~  om  Your  President  .... 

"Greetings  Commemorative  Lovers: 

I, 

So  much  has  been  accomplished  to  place  our  Society  in  the  numismatic  limelight.  At  this 

time,  I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  our  past  and  present  officers 

who  have  made  this  a  reality. 

A  special  thanks  to  Frank  DuVall,  for  without  him,  we  would  still  be  a  dream.  Don  and 
Helen  Carmody!  Without  their  very  dedicated  efforts  involving  all  club  correspondence, 
membership,  and  public  relations,  we  would  be  stranded  along  the  "commemorative  trail." 
Ray  Mercer!  Were  it  not  for  his  outstanding  efforts,  we  would  have  no  first  class 
newsletter.  Were  it  not  for  YOU  (editor's  note:  I  can  assure  you  Anthony  is  referring  to 
our  membership  at  large  and  not  your  Editor),  our  organization  couldn't  be  the  bright 
and  impressive  star  in  the  numismatic  sky. 

Several  letters  to  our  editor  have  inquired  about  dealer  advertising,  as  well  as  the 

possibility  of  trading  amongst  members.  Currently,  I  would  not  be  in  favor  of  such.  Why? 

It  is  important  to  comprehend  that  anyone  can  be  a  dealer  (editor's  note:  i.e.  Ray 
Mercer  &  Jim  Iacovo!);  sell  or  trade  coins  or  join  the  Society.  Real  expertise  or 
knowledge,  combined  with  honesty,  integrity  and  reliability  are  what  count!  What  does  it 
matter  if  the  person  is  nice  -  if  he  or  she  lacks  knowledge  and/or  is  not  reputable?! 
One  car)  be  as  dangerous  as  the  other.  Just  don't  like  to  see  people  get  burned. 

The  Society  is  considering  the  presentation  of  a  complete  set  of  BTW  Half  Dollars  to  the 
BTW  Birthplace  Memorial,  in  Virginia.  Would  you  believe  it  has  none! 

I  have  made  arrangements  for  several  meetings  and  educational  lectures  to  take  place  in 
conjunction  with  the  following  shows:  CSNA  (Minn.),  AINA  (N.Y.),  ISNA  (Ind.),  and  GSNA 
(N.J.).  Hope  to  further  your  education  there." 

Anthony  Swiatek,  President. 


Editor's  Reply . 

I  have  to  agree  with  Anthony's  concept  of  keeping  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  a 
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publication.  By  allowing  this  newsletter  to  encourage  the  sale  of 
specific  coins,  l  think  we  might  be  looking  for  trouble.  Regardless  if  a  person  is  a 
dealer,  collector,  or  investor,  I  don't  think  the  Society  should  sanction,  hence  be 
RESPONSIBLE,  for  the  sale  of  any  SPECIFIC  coin. 

Personally,  I  think  we  have  a  big  enough  job  of  promoting  education  throughout  our 
membership  without  getting  caught  in  the  potential  cross-fire  created  from  our  members 
buying  and  selling  coins  to  each  other. 

I  would  also  like  to  magnify  Anthony's  mention  of  the  BTW  Memorial.  During  an  earlier 
telephone  conversation,  Anthony  informed  me  he  is  involved  in  contacting  the  official 
powers-that-be  in  regards  to  the  BTW  Memorial  in  Virginia.  As  of  press  time,  we  are 
still  waiting  to  hear  back  from  them  and  I  will  keep  you  posted  on  the  outcome. 

Here's  another  important  topic  for  all  of  us  to  consider: 

L . e.  t  *  s  Not  JToirgot  Our  Youth  ! 

"I  just  received  the  latest  issue  of  our  Society  newsletter  and  find  myself  in  agreement 
with  most  of  the  comments  other  members  made.  One  point  I  would  like  to  make  is  that  the 
Society  should  not  fail  to  cater  to  the  young  collector  or  those  with  limited  means.  In 
an  organization  like  this  all  commemorat ives  should  be  equal,  whether  it  be  an  XF 
Columbian  or  MS-70  Double  Pan-Pac  set  with  frame. 

Dealer  members  should  give  much  consideration  to  young  collectors  at  Bourses  and  even 
keep  Proof  Washington  Halves  or  XF  Columbians  next  to  their  MS-67  Sesqui  Quarter  Eagles 
on  the  bourse  table.  The  purchase  of  a  clad  Ike  Bicentennial  Dollar  today  could  spark  a 
growing  interest  in  the  future. 

Those  with  limited  means,  but  with  an  interest  in  U.S.  Commemorat ives  should  be 
encouraged  to  join  the  Society.  As  an  example,  I  may  never  be  able  to  afford  to  complete 
a  set  of  Commemorative  coins,  but  I  am  interested  in  learning  about  them.  How  about  a 
Society  motto?  "Promotion,  Education,  Goodwill." 

Allan  Latawiec,  NJ. 


Editor's  Reply . 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Latawiec  for  sharing  these  important  ideas  with  us!  Frankly, 
I  have  thought  about  this  problem  many  times  and  I  could  never  arrive  at  what  I 
considered  to  be  a  valid  solution.  With  prices  being  what  they  are  today,  it  is  very 
difficult  for  a  non-Saudi  Prince  youngster  to  acquire  more  than  a  handful  of  different 
Commemorative  issues.  Since  young  people  have  a  tendency  to  be  impatient  by  nature,  this 
causes  many  of  them  to  lose  interest  in  collecting  Commemorat ives  out  of  pure 
frustration. 

I  must  admit  I  personally  have  not  had  much  experience  with  young  numismatists,  so  I 
took  the  liberty  of  contacting  our  Vice  President,  Mike  Fuljenz.  Mike  has  been  working 
with  young  collectors  and  I  thought  he  would  be  extremely  helpful  in  formulating  our 
Society's  position  on  this  problem.  Mike  has  promised  to  mail  me  his  thoughts  on  this 
subject  and  I  will  include  his  insights  in  the  next  newsletter.  Here's  another  timely 
letter  from  one  of  our  members . 

W  r-  i  t  o  Your  C  on  g  xr  &  s  sm.ara  ! 

On  January  31st  Congressman  William  Dannemeyer,  of  California's  39th  Congressional 
District  re-introduced  "The  Scouts  Commemorative  Coins  Act"  in  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives.  This  bill  calls  for  two  separate  clad  commemorative  half  dollars  to 
honor  B.S.A.  and  G.S.A.  on  their  respective  75th.  birthdays.  I  think  most  of  us  know 


that  clad  commemorat ives  would  be  good  for  young  people  as  the  price  level  could  be  kept 
in  a  range  that  they  could  afford.  I  think  such  coins  would  bring  a  lot  more  young 
people  into  the  hobby.  Eventually,  these  young  folks  will  mature  in  age  and  also  mature 
in  the  type  of  commemorative  material  they  collect.  There  is  room  for  silver,  gold,  and 
clad  commemorat ives  in  the  future. 


B.S.A.  and  G.S.A.  support  the  hobby  through  their  merit  badge  programs  and  I  don't  think 
anyone  would  seriously  question  the  value  of  the  Scouting  program  to  this  nation. 

I  would  like  to  call  upon  my  fellow  members  in  the  Society  to  throw  their  support  behind 
this  legislation.  Please  write  your  congressman  and  ask  him  to  co-sponsor  the  bill. 
Write  Congressman  Annunzio  and  ask  him  to  support  it.  And  please,  if  you  can,  get  other 
collecting  friends  to  do  the  same.  Every  letter  counts! 


Levin  P.  Messick,  CA. 


Editor's  Reply.... 


I  am  always  impressed  with  people  who  are  willing  to  WORK  for  their  ideas! 
Unfortunately,  too  many  of  us  are  merely  content  to  nod  our  heads  in  approval  and  do 
nothing  to  help  support  a  worthy  cause.  I  wouid  like  to  thank  Mr.  Messick  for  taking  the 
time  to  contact  us  and  join  him  in  urging  you  to  support  this  bill!  And  speaking  of 
working  for  a  goal,  here's  another  interesting  letter  from  Helen  &  Don . 


A  Big  Thanks  to  Ray  <Sc  Manny  ! 

As  you  well  know,  our  offices  of  Secretary. and  Treasurer  of  the  Society  necessitate 
many,  many  letters  --  especially  since  our  organization  presently  totals  530  as  of  this 
date.  However,  we  are  VOLUNTARILY  writing  this  Letter  to  the  Editor,  as  it  is  so  richly 
deserved . 


Yesterday  we  were  faced  with  copying  the  cover  letter  from  Frank  DuVall  and  the  Official 
Nomination  Form  to  be  sent  to  members  in  preparation  for  the  election  of  1985-1986 
officers.  We  want  the  entire  membership  to  know  of  the  invaluable  assistance  we  received 
from  two  other  Society  members  to  complete  this  task. 

Raymond  L.  Hastey  of  The  We  Shop  in  Huntington  Beach  installed  a  copying  machine  at  the 
Huntington  Beach  Coin  Exchange  owned  by  Manny  Acosta.  Both  men  are  Charter  Members  of 
the  Society.  Ray  ran  all  1,500  sides  required  for  the  mailing,  and  Manny  permitted  the 
Society  to  use  his  postage  machine  --  both  operations  and  the  work  involved  were 
supplied  by  these  men  at  THEIR  COST! 

Their  generosity  resulted  in  completing  a  mailing  in  two  days,  which,  if  done  manually, 
would  have  taken  us  three  days  to  finish  (Editor's  note:  besides  physically  killing 
yourselves!).  They  unselfishly  donated  their  equipment  AND  efforts  for  the  good  of  the 
Society  without  any  expectation  of  acknowledgment  or  reward. 

You  have  repeatedly  stressed  we  should  have  a  postage  machine  for  our  membership 
mailings,  as  to  stamp  and  seal  each  envelope  by  hand  is  an  arduous  task.  We  have 
inquired  into  the  rental  of  such  a  machine,  but  the  cost  is  prohibitive  for  a  non-profit 
organization.  Additionally,  the  price  for  copying  can  be  very  costly.  Well,  the  good 
news  is  that  for  all  future  membership  mailings,  we  will  have  the  use  of  the  copying  and 
postage  machines  AT  COST  thanks  to  Messrs.  Acosta  and  Hastey. 

Our  appreciation  --  and,  we're  sure,  the  gratitude  of  all  members  --  to  two  fine 
gentlemen,  who  strongly  support  the  Society  and  its  objectives! 

Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  CA. 


Editor's  Reply 
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Frankly,  Helen  &  Don's  letter  certifies  another  important  function  of  our  "Letters  to 
’.he  Editor  Department!"  Unless  you're  actually  involved  in  running  our  Society  on  a  day 

to  dav  basis,  it  can  be  easy  to  overlook  the  HARD  WORK  involved  in  keeping  our 

organization  alive! 

You  can  believe  me  when  I  heartily  state  organizing  a  mass  mailing  is  NO  EASY  TASK!  Ray 
and  Manny  deserve  our  thanks  for  their  UNSELFISH  efforts  to  help  our  Society!  They  HAVE 
EARNED,  along  with  the  inexhaustible  Helen  &  Don,  my  sincere  thanks  and  I'm  sure  the 

ENTIRE  membership  appreciates  their  work! 

Well,  that's  about  it  for  another  "Letters  to  the  Editor  Department!"  Keep  those  cards 
and  letters  coming!!  Remember,  this  is  YOUR  sounding  board  and  it  allows  you  to  express 
your  thoughts  and  ideas  to  the  ENTIRE  membership!  With  this  in  mind,  why  not  write  me  a 

letter  today? 

Articles  K  r~c>ni  The  Membership  ! 

With  530  members,  is  it  possible  your  Editor  has  not  received  ONE  article  for 

publication  in  our  newsletter?  Unfortunately,  the  answer  to  this  question  is  a 
disappointing  YrES !  Frankly,  I  find  this  fact  rather  depressing  as  it  shows  a  blatant 
lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  many  of  our  members! 

Come  on,  people,  we  need  YOUR  support!  With  the  exception  of  investment  "hype,"  I  am 
looking  for  any  articles  pertaining  to  the  subject  of  Commemoratives !  You  can  discuss 
your  favorite  commemorative  in  general  terms,  explore  special  die  varieties,  share  your 
collecting  experiences,  expound  upon  your  grading  ideas,  or  write  about  almost  anything! 
Don't  be  shy  as  this  publication  was  created  to  SHARE  insights,  not  to  hide  them! 

You  say  you  don't  know  enough  hard  facts  to  write  an  article?  Sorry,  this  is  no  excuse 
as  you  don't  have  to  possess  the  flamboyant  wisdom  of  a  Walter  Breen  to  appeal  to  our 
membership!  We  are  primarily  looking  for  HONEST  and  informative  articles  from  people  who 
believe  in  sharing  their  ideas. 

This  means  we  are  also  searching  for  personal  insights  that  might  spark  further  study 
and/or  interest  on  the  part  of  our  membership  at  large.  After  all,  we  all  know  one 
thought  usually  leads  to  another  and  it  is  important  we  keep  the  ball  rolling.  As  your 
Editor,  I'm  more  than  willing  to  help  any  novice  author  out  with  his/her  article,  so 
there  is  no  need  to  be  shy  with  your  concepts! 

Another  important  way  you  can  help  is  to  pester  fellow  members  to  submit  material.  If 
you  know  someone  who  has  adept  writing  skills,  urge  him/her  to  to  pen  an  article!  This 
way,  everyone  has  a  chance  to  help  out! 

Since  I'm  on  the  warpath  anyway,  what  happened  to  our  officers?  Did  somebody  break  their 
hands  AFTER  we  handed  out  their  TITLES?  Except  for  Helen  &  Don's  interesting  and  fun 
article  in  our  last  newsletter,  our  other  officers  seem  reluctant  to  share  their  VAST 
knowledge  with  us.  Remember  guys,  this  is  YOUR  newsletter  too! 

Come  on,  Anthony,  Mike,  and  Jim,  we  all  know  you're  excellent  writers  and  we  are  dying 
to  hear  from  you!  If  Helen  and  Don  can  find  the  time  (and  Heaven  knows  they  work  harder 
the  Society  than  ALL  the  other  officers  combined,  yours  truly  included!),  it's  time 
you  shared  your  interesting  insights  with  us!  I  realize  you're  all  busy,  but  you've 

missed  three  issues  in  a  row! 

I  seem  a  little  harsh  on  this  subject,  I  apologize,  but  I  don't  want  to  lose  the 
established  value  of  this  newsletter!  Club  News,  Letters  to  the  Editor,  and  general 
chit-chat  are  fun  and  important,  but  they  can't  take  the  place  of  real,  honest  to 
goodness  numismatic  compositions!  So  with  this  in  mind,  I  strongly  urge  ALL  our  members 
to  keep  this  Society  alive  and  write  your  thoughts  down  on  paper  today! 
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Now  that  I'm  finished  blowing  off  the  proverbial  steam,  I'm  going  to  do  something 
positive  to  try  to  offset  our  severe  lack  of  reading  material.... 

What:  1  s  A  "Detracting  Mark?  " 

by  Ray  Mercer 

As  Mr.  Busse  thoughtfully  pointed  out  in  his  letter  to  the  Editor,  it's  all  well  and 
good  for  me  to  toss  the  term  "detracting  mark"  around  like  it  was  a  verbal  frisbee,  but 
what  does  this  adjective  actually  mean  to  someone  who  is  attempting  to  grade  a  coin?  I 
must  admit  his  point  is  well  taken  and  the  use  of  this  grading  description  is  helpful  to 
us  only  when  we  fully  understand  its  true  meaning,  so  allow  me  to  explain  my  definition 
of  a  "detracting  mark." 

A  "detracting  mark"  is  a  bag  or  numismatic  abuse  mark  located  on  the  FOCAL  POINT  of  a 
coin  which  not  only  lowers  the  specimen's  grade,  but  also  TAKES  AWAY  from  its  eye 
appeal.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  it  is  essential  we  first  study  the  aspects  of  a  coin's 
"focal  point"  in  regards  to  both  its  obverse  and  reverse  design.  Upon  initial 
inspection,  the  FOCAL  POINT  on  a  coin  is  the  part  of  the  design  that  immediately 
commands  your  attention  and  it  is  the  critical  area  to  inspect  when  grading  a  coin. 
Let's  review  some  commemoratives  and  their  focal  points: 

1.  Alabama. 

Obverse:  Bibb's  and  Kilby's  head,  especially  Kilby's  forehead,  cheek,  and  jowl 

area . 

Reverse:  the  center  of  eagle's  body 

2.  Bridgeport. 

Obverse:  Barnum's  forehead,  cheek,  and  jowl  area. 

Reverse:  because  of  the  "flow"  of  this  design,  the  entire  length  of  the  eagle's 
smooth  wing. 

Delaware . 

Obverse:  the  roof  of  the  church. 

Reverse:  the  center  sail  of  the  ship. 

3.  Elgin. 

Obverse:  the  pioneer's  cheekbone  and  his  nose. 

Reverse:  the  length  of  female  pioneer's  body. 

4.  Gettysburg. 

Obverse:  the  cheek  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  soldier. 

Reverse:  the  smooth  top  of  the  Union  Shield. 

5.  Missouri. 

Obverse:  the  frontiersman's  cheek. 

Reverse:  because  of  the  "busy"  design  and  flatness  of  strike,  the  frontiersman's 
exposed  shoulder. 
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6.  Norfolk. 


Obverse:  the  sails  of  the  ship. 

Reverse:  because  of  the  crowded  nature  of  this  design,  many  people  throw  their  hands 
up  and  suggest  the  center  of  the  mace,  but  I  personally  have  a  tendency  to  find 
mvself  inspecting  the  open  fields  over  the  date  "1636." 

7 .  Sequi . 

Obverse  heads  of  Washington  and  Coolidge,  especially  Washington's  cheek. 

Reverse:  the  center  area  of  the  Liberty  Bell. 

8.  Booker  T.  Washington. 

Obverse:  Washington's  cheek  and  jawbone. 

Reverse:  Due  to  the  busy  nature  of  this  design,  most  people  find  themselves  drawn  to 
the  smooth  surfaces  of  the  hall  of  fame. 

9.  York. 

Obverse:  the  State  Seal. 

Reverse:  again,  another  busy  design,  but  most  people  are  drawn  to  the  center  of  the 
log  wall. 

Obviously,  we  don't  have  the  room  to  list  every  type  of  Commemorative,  but  I  think  the 
previous  list  should  help  you  understand  the  fundamental  concept  of  locating  a  coin's 
focal  point.  It's  the  area  your  eye  is  naturally  drawn  to  when  you  are  inspecting  a 
coin  WITHOUT  the  aid  of  a  magnifying  glass!  Since  we  have  just  stumbled  onto  the 
subject,  this  is  a  valid  time  to  explain  another  very  important  viewpoint. 

People  who  primarily  inspect  coins  through  a  glass  and/or  microscope,  seldom  understand 
or  discover  the  true  focal  point  of  a  coin.  Magnification  tends  to  distort  and  confuse 
your  perception  of  a  specimen's  true  focal  point.  By  inspecting  one  limited  area  at  a 
time,  your  eye  is  not  allowed  to  NATURALLY  follow  the  flow  a  coin's  design.  If  you  have 
trouble  ascertaining  focal  points,  lay  down  your  magnifying  glass,  and  simply  LOOK  at 

three  or  four  examples  of  the  same  coin.  Do  you  find  yourself  consistently  returning 

your  gaze  to  a  specific  area?  Are  your  eyes  habitually  drawn  towards  a  central 

location?  If  so,  congratulations,  you  have  just  discovered  the  focal  point  of  that 

coin ! 

Now  that  we  have  a  good  idea  of  what  constitutes  a  focal  point,  how  can  we  tell  if  a 
mark  is  detracting?  Personally,  I  break  "detracting  marks"  down  into  two,  basic 
categories : 

1.  "Natural" 

Bag  and/or  track  marks  are  derivative  from  the  normal  minting  and  shipping 
processes.  Most  coins  were  exposed  to  a  wide  variety  of  potential  hazards  when  they 
were  dumped  into  hampers,  bags,  rolls,  etc.  and  "natural"  marks  are  the  result  of 
this  process.  These  marks  can  greatly  affect  a  coin's  grade  and  eye  appeal  depending 
on  their  intensity,  number,  and  location. 

2.  "Mishandling  Marks" 

This  group  is  most  easily  epitomized  by  a  problem  commonly  known  as  "slide  marks." 
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For  the  most  part,  slide  marks  can  be  traced  to  the  improper  storage  of  a  coin. 
After  housing  their  coins  in  a  conventional  album,  some  collectors  frequently  slid 
the  clear,  plastic  sheet  back  and  forth  to  open  and  close  the  coin  slots. 

In  the  process,  the  plastic  insert  was  allowed  to  slide  over  a  specimen's  high 
points.  In  many  cases,  this  also  forced  tiny  pieces  of  grit  to  run  across  the  high 
points  of  the  coin  thus  creating  "slide  marks."  These  marks  display  a  disturbing 
UNIFORMITY  which  greatly  takes  away  from  the  eye  appeal  of  a  coin.  Unfortunately, 
when  present,  these  marks  will  frequently  appear  across  the  Focal  Point  of  a  coin, 
so  it's  important  we  especially  watch  out  for  this  problem! 

Now  that  we  have  defined  the  two  different  "types"  of  detracting  marks,  it's  time  to 
realize  another  very  significant  point!  Almost  EVERY  Commemorat ive  you  see  will  have 
some  bag  marks,  so  don't  become  overly  paranoid  about  avoiding  marks!!!  The  real  key  to 
this  exercise  is  to  determine  if  the  marks  are  "detracting"  in  nature!  In  the  case  of 
"slide  marks,"  I  think  we  can  safely  state  they  are  almost  always  detracting  in  nature, 
but  what  about  your  ordinary,  everyday,  "bag  marks?" 

Frankly,  to  determine  if  bag  marks  are  detracting  or  not,  we  must  judge  a  number  of 
things  such  as  their  size,  number,  and  location.  Unfortunately,  you  can't  easily  learn 
this  skill  by  simply  reading  an  article  on  grading!  You  must  be  willing  to  study  this 
aspect  on  your  own  by  the  constant  use  of  comparison!  In  other  words,  you  must  inspect 
and  study  a  good  number  of  actual  coins!  However,  when  pondering  the  status  of  bag  marks 
it's  usually  helpful  to  ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

1.  Are  they  on  the  FOCAL  POINT  of  the  coin? 

2.  WITHOUT  magnification,  do  they  READILY  draw  your  attention? 

3.  Do  they  DISRUPT  the  flow  and  beauty  of  a  coin's  natural  design? 

4.  WITHOUT  the  use  of  a  magnifying  glass,  are  they  large  and  obvious? 

5.  Do  other  collectors/dealers  QUICKLY  notice  them  and  make  negative  comments? 

In  closing,  I  would  like  you  to  know  the  task  of  constantly  improving  upon  our  grading 
skills  offers  all  of  us  an  exciting  challenge!  Although  I  hope  this  article  has  been  a 
helpful  step  in  the  right  direction,  I  still  feel  compelled  to  remind  you  success  in 
this  department  ultimately  depends  upon  your  own  enthusiasm  and  efforts.  So  with  this  in 
mind,  I  strongly  urge  you  to  tackle  this  challenge  and  go  to  it!  The  worst  thing  that 
can  happen  is  you'll  have  a  lot  of  fun  and  learn  something  in  the  process! 

Buying  Tips 

by  Ray  Mercer 

As  we  all  know,  Commemorat ives  offer  the  astute  collector  a  wide  diversity  of  types  and 
grading  characteristics.  Frankly,  a  week  doesn't  go  by  that  I  don't  receive  an  anxious 
call  from  a  collector/investor  asking  me  what  he/she  should  "look  for"  when  buying  a 
particular  coin. 

Since  I  can  only  assume  our  Society's  membership  harbors  similar  questions,  I  thought  it 
might  be  helpful  for  me  to  review  some  of  the  more  frequently  asked  about  Commemorat ives 
and  some  of  their  grading  characteristics.  If  you  are  interested  in  any  particular  type 
and  have  some  questions,  feel  free  to  post  your  requests  along  to  Society  Headquarters 
and  I  will  discuss  them  in  the  next  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL. 

Lafayette,  MS-65 

The  King  of  Commemorat ives !  Finding  a  Gem  specimen  of  this  coin  is  very  difficult  due  to 
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the  following  problems: 


1.  Inadequate  luster  is  common  to  this  coin.  In  this  case,  the  problem  is  two-fold. 
Many  Lafavettes  display  a  naturally  dull  finish  AND  numerous  pieces  have  been  dipped 
or  cleaned  to  the  point  where  their  original  mint  bloom  has  been  eradicated.  Only 
purchase  coins  displaying  good,  highlighted  luster. 

2.  Mishandling  and  bag  marks  are  not  uncommon  problems  with  this  coin.  Don't  expect  a 
coin  of  the  Lafayette's  size  and  weight  to  be  void  of  marks!  However,  guard  against 
pieces  displaying  DETRACTING  marks,  especially  on  Lafayette's  and  Washington's 
cheek.  The  reverse  fields  will  usually  display  signs  of  die  polishing,  so  do  not 
mistake  this  characteristic  for  cleaning  abuse. 

3.  The  reverse  of  most  Lafayettes  display  a  general  lack  of  sharp  detail.  This  problem 
is  something  a  potential  buyer  must  learn  to  accept.  Although  rapidly  losing  its 
mystique,  some  people  are  still  in  search  of  the  "rounded,  full  boot."  As  far  as  I'm 
concerned,  as  long  as  the  boot  isn't  excessively  weak,  it  is  more  important  the  coin 
exhibits  an  overall  pleasing  quality. 

One  of  the  most  key  factors  involved  in  purchasing  a  Lafayette  is  not  to  be  impatient! 
As  with  all  the  "Castle  Busters,"  it  is  a  rare  coin  and  one  should  not  expect  an 
appropriate  piece  to  suddenly  materialize  along  with  one's  desire  to  own  an  exceptional 
example . 


Isabella,  MS-65 

The  coin  should  display  good,  highlighted  luster,  be  well  struck  and  have  no  no 
detracting  marks.  Avoid  examples  exhibiting  facial  slide  marks  across  the  cheek  from 
improper  storage. 

Unfortunately,  the  Isabella  Quarter  has  been  a  favorite  victim  of  numismatic  abuse,  so 
be  very  careful  when  purchasing  these  coins.  Artificially  toned  and  cleaned  pieces 
abound,  so  learn  how  to  distinguish  a  natural  coin. 

The  Isabella  can  be  located  with  a  diverse  variety  of  luster.  Satin,  brilliant,  and 
proof like  fields  are  not  uncommon  with  these  coins.  Unless  you  are  a  Strike  Hawk  and 
fanatically  seek  a  full,  round  strand  on  the  reverse,  well  struck  specimens  are  not 
difficult  to  find.  Of  course,  the  option  of  locating  a  "full  strand"  is  up  to  you,  but  I 
personally  have  never  paid  more  for  a  coin  simply  because  it  displayed  this 
characteristic.  Here  again,  the  OVERALL  eye  appeal  is  what  is  really  important  and  not 
4mm.  of  the  coin. 

Deep,  rich  Prooflikes  are  occasionally  available  and  are  simply  breathtaking  in 
appearance.  Many  of  these  specimens  exhibit  partial  wire  edges  and  frosty  devices. 
However,  it  is  also  interesting  to  note  almost  every  other  person  seems  to  have  a 
"proof"  for  sale  at  many  of  the  major  shows.  True  Isabella  proofs  are  rare  and  it  is 
wise  to  look  at  every  potential  "proof"  with  a  jaundiced  eye  as  many  business  strikes 
are  products  of  proof  dies. 

Arkansas,  MS-65 

A  very  underrated  coin  on  today's  marketplace.  Frankly,  I  think  its  lack  of  popularity 
can  be  partially  related  to  its  less  than  inspiring  design.  The  way  Ms.  Liberty  and  the 
Indian  Chief  are  blankly  gazing  off  into  space  suggests  to  me  they  might  be  attending 
their  fourth  session  of  divorce  court. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  this  coin  is  haunted  by  a  variety  of  problems: 

1.  The  reverse  strike  on  many  pieces  are  simply  horrible.  Inspect  the  area  where  the 
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ribbon  crosses  the  eagle's  chest.  Believe  it  or  not,  on  some  examples  you  would 
never  know  it  was  supposed  to  be  there  in  the  first  place! 

2.  Marks,  marks,  and  more  marks.  Detracting  marks  range  from  deep  gashes  to  a  mild  .30 

caliber  strafing  across  the  faces  on  the  obverse.  Add  to  this  a  normal  presence  of 

die  abrasion  and  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  find  an  example  with  eye  appeal.  The 

trick  with  this  coin  is  to  examine  many  pieces  and  discover  what  detracting  marks 
look  like,  but  don't  expect  to  find  examples  with  surfaces  totally  free  of  ANY 
marks . 

3.  Locating  an  example  with  good  luster  can  also  be  an  obstacle.  Luster  runs  from 
brilliant  to  a  soft  mint  bloom,  but  many  pieces  display  a  dull,  dead  appearance. 

Connecticut,  MS-65 

If  you  know  how  to  grade,  this  can  be  a  very  difficult  coin  to  uncover.  Luster  can  run 
from  a  booming  brilliant  to  a  pleasing  satin  and  either  type  is  readily  acceptable  as  it 
simply  comes  down  to  the  buyers  manner  of  taste.  Although  weakly  struck  specimens 
readily  abound,  it  is  prudent  to  note  the  reverse  high  points  of  this  coin  were  intended 
to  be  a  bit  "soft"  in  detail.  Avoid  examples  with  detracting  marks  on  the  eagle.  Many 
times  the  eagle's  wing  will  display  a  "white-out"  or  rub  on  its  surface.  This  can  be 
usually  accredited  to  improper  storage,  but  learn  the  difference  between  rub  and  the 
acceptable  softness  of  detail. 


Elgin,  MS-65 

The  minting  characteristics  of  this  coin  has  led  many  people  to  grossly  misunderstand 
and  underrate  this  coin.  The  strike  of  the  Elgin  is  subdued  and  its  high  points  are 
"soft"  in  appearance.  Its  luster  is  deceivingly  satin  in  nature  and  I  have  owned 
numerous  specimens  displaying  a  bursting  mint  sheen  that  causes  many  people  unfamiliar 
with  this  issue  to  assume  these  coins  have  been  whizzed!  There  is  also  a  die  polishing 
mark  located  on  the  reverse  field  at  about  2  o'clock  which  some  buyers  mistake  for 
abuse . 

When  buying  MS-65  Elgins,  avoid  pieces  exhibiting  detracting  marks  on  the  nose  and  cheek 
of  the  pioneer's  face.  Accept  the  strike  for  what  it  is  and  try  to  remember  I  have  never 
seen  an  example  that  didn't  possess  at  least  a  hint  of  die  abrasion  on  the  female 
pioneer.  Good,  satin  luster  is  a  must  with  these  coins  as  dull,  dead  specimens  simply 
don't  make  it. 

Grant  with  Star,  MS-65 

The  main  obstacle  confronting  an  eager  buyer  of  a  gem  example  can  be  explained  by 
studying  four  major  factors: 

1.  Poor  Minting  Procedure. 

Trouble  arose  with  the  obverse  die  causing  a  series  of  sloppy  repairs  and  heavily 
steel  brushed  dies.  This  event  has  resulted  in  providing  most  examples  with 
inadequate  luster,  numerous  clash  marks,  and  die  polishing  marks.  It  is  essential 
that  you  DO  NOT  mistake  these  raised,  minting  characteristics  as  problems  with  the 
coin  as  they  can  be  readily  observed  on  the  obverse  fields.  Please  remember  that 
the  center  of  Grant's  head  does  not  display  sharp  detail. 

2.  Luster. 

Locating  an  example  with  strong  obverse  luster  is  a  tough  proposition.  Many  times 
the  reverse  fields  of  the  coin  will  display  a  PL  surface,  but  I  wouldn't  be  overly 
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impressed  with  this  attribute  unless  the  obverse  also  exhibits  good,  highlighted, 
mint  bloom.  Obviously,  one  should  not  expect  to  find  a  specimen  with  a  PL  obverse, 
but  pleasing  luster  is  still  a  must. 

3.  Detracting  Marks. 


The  main  area  for  concern  is  to  avoid  pieces  with  detracting  marks  located  on 
Grant's  cheek.  Beware  of  pieces  exhibiting  slide  marks  from  improper  storage  and 
reject  any  cleaned  example. 


4.  A  Low  Mintage  of  4,256! 


Let's  face  it,  how  many  MS-65  and  better  examples  can  exist  of  this  coin? 


I  hope  my  little  tips  have  helped  you  to  gain  a  better  understanding  towards  learning 
how  to  grade  these  specific  issues.  However,  needless  to  state,  there  is  quite  a  bit 
more  to  grading  these  coins  than  my  brief  comments,  so  feel  free  to  follow  up  with  any 
of  your  questions. 


What  K  lira  X  s  Collecting 

X  f  You  Cara  *  t:  Buy  The  OqXras? 

by  Ray  Mercer 

Although  I  receive  many  a  welcome  and  interesting  letter  from  Helen  &  Don  Carmody,  one 
of  their  recent  literary  updates  provided  me  with  much  fuel  for  thought.  In  this 
particular  correspondence ,  they  kindly  relayed  to  me  one  of  our  member's  concern  over 
the  current  lack  of  MS-65  material  on  today's  marketplace.  Our  member  from  Kentucky  went 
on  to  express  his  thoughts  about  the  "MS-64"  marketplace  and  its  potential  impact  on  our 
hobby.  All  in  all,  he  reminded  me  of  a  couple  of  very  valid  points. 

How  is  our  Commemorat ive  Society,  not  to  mention  Commemorative  collecting  in  general, 
going  to  grow  and  flourish  if  new  collectors  can't  find  enough  acceptable,  MS-65  coins 
for  their  collections?  Not  being  able  to  periodically  add  new  additions  to  a  collection 
will  frequently  cool  one's  interest  in  numismatics  and  the  hobby  in  general.  Although  we 
all  love  to  talk  and  read  about  coins,  it's  also  nice  to  be  able  to  actually  own  the 
three  dimensional  objects! 

Personally,  I  feel  many  of  today's  promoters  have  a  disturbing  tendency  to  place  far  too 
much  emphasis  on  obtaining  ONLY  GEM  QUALITY  (MS-65  and  better)  coins.  Not  only  doesn't 
everyone  has  the  necessary  bank  roll  to  perform  this  herculean  task,  but  more 
importantly,  these  coins  are  also  rapidly  becoming  unavailable  to  any  buyer  regardless 
of  his/her  financial  status.  Our  problem  is  this:  if  you  can't  find  or  afford 
Commemorat ives ,  why  even  bother  to  collect  them?  This  is  certainly  an  important  obstacle 
to  overcome  and  I  think  our  Society  can  help  solve  this  dilemma. 

As  my  friend,  Bill  Fivaz,  says,  "There  is  quality  in  EVERY  grade!"  Frankly,  I  see  no 
real  reason  why  a  collector  should  miss  out  on  the  fun  and  educational  aspects  of 
collecting  Commemorat ives  just  because  some  people  insist  MS-65  is  the  ONLY  way  to  go! 
One  way  around  this  mental  block  is  to  show  people  a  coin  does  not  have  to  be  in  MS-65 
condition  to  display  good  eye  appeal!  Believe  it  or  not,  many  people  have  been 
erroneously  convinced  examples  grading  less  than  MS-65  are  some  type  of  "inferior"  coin! 
To  help  shatter  this  foolish  myth  let  me  explain  my  definition  of  an  MS-63+  coin. 

If  you  are  going  to  indulge  in  the  MS-63+,  MS-64,  or  MS-63/65  marketplace,  it  is 
essential  you  realize  you  are  not  buying  MS-63  coins!  Simply  put,  due  to  today's  strict 
grading  standards,  these  are  coins  that  just  fall  visually  short  of  acceptable,  MS-65 
standards,  but  are  still  far  superior  to  MS-63  coins.  Prior  to  1981,  the  vast  majority 
of  these  specimens  would  have  easily  traded  hands  as  MS-65  examples!  They  deserve  their 
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own  individuality  and  pricing  structure  in  our  marketplace. 

What  Are  "MS-63+"  Coins? 

The  whole  key  to  building  this  type  of  collection  is  for  you  to  develop  a  skilled  eye 
for  correctly  graded  MS-63+  coins.  This  important  factor  will  ultimately  determine  if 
your  collection  turns  out  to  be  a  dream  or  a  nightmare.  Regardless  of  the  type  or 
price:  Isabella,  Pilgrim,  San  Diego,  Grant  with  Star,  Oregon,  Stone  Mountain,  etc.,  your 
purchases  must  display  the  following: 

1.  EYE  APPEAL!  EYE  APPEAL!  and  more  EYE  APPEAL! 

If  a  coin  is  not  pleasing  to  the  eye,  it  is  not  an  MS-63+  coin!  Eye  appeal  is  the 
result  of  the  delicate  harmony  between  a  coin's  luster,  strike,  lack  of  marks,  and 
toning . 

2.  THEY  MUST  BE  STRICTLY  GRADED! 

Since  eye  appeal  is  an  important  factor,  it  is  essential  you  understand  how  to  grade 
your  coins.  Of  course,  the  novice  is  confronted  by  a  staggering  diversity  of  coins 
displaying  their  own  unique  traits  in  regards  to  their  strike,  luster,  and  other 
minting  characteristics,  so  I  would  suggest  seeking  out  dealers  and/or  fellow 
collectors  who  can  provide  you  with  a  valid,  helping  hand.  LISTEN  to  what  these 
people  have  to  say  and  compare  their  information  to  the  coins.  A  good,  working 
knowledge  in  regards  to  grading  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold  when  collecting  ANY 
numismatic  series. 

Just  as  there  are  certain  qualities  an  MS-63+  Commemorative  must  possess,  there  are  also 
physical  handicaps  you  should  avoid.  Let's  run  through  some  of  them.  A  COIN  IS  NOT 
MS-63+  if  it  displays  any  of  the  following  problems: 

1.  ARTIFICIAL  TONING! 

Regardless  of  the  price,  implied  investment  hype,  or  the  amount  of  skill  used  in 
artificially  toning  a  specimen,  IT  IS  NOT  AN  MS-63+  COIN!  Currently,  today's 
marketplace  is  littered  with  a  depressing  number  of  spuriously  toned  examples. 
Don't  place  the  future  of  your  collection  into  the  hands  of  this  form  of  commercial 
deceit ! 

2.  DIPPED  OUT  OR  CLEANED  EXAMPLES! 

One  of  the  key  factors  to  a  coin's  eye  appeal  is  it  must  display  it's  ORIGINAL 
SURFACES!  Heavily  dipped,  "washed  out"  specimens  lack  highlighted  luster.  The 
surfaces  of  these  coins  are  basically  dull  and  lifeless.  Cleaned  examples  exhibit  a 
non-highlighted ,  flat  sheen  which  is  superficial  in  nature.  In  either  case,  the  eye 
appeal  is  not  up  to  par  for  an  MS-63+  coin. 

3.  MISHANDLING  MARKS! 

All  MS-63+  coins  will  display  bag  marks,  but  do  not  confuse  these  with  "slide"  or 
other  mishandling  marks.  As  we  have  already  discussed,  slide  marks  are  from  improper 
storage  and  display  a  disturbing  uniformity  which  disrupts  the  flow  of  a  coin's 
natural  eye  appeal.  Cleaning  hairlines  disturb  the  inherent  surfaces  of  a  coin  and 
greatly  hampers  its  future  salability  and  enjoyment  factor.  Believe  me  when  I  warn 
you,  once  you  have  become  numismatically  sophisticated,  you'll  never  be  happy  you 
purchased  a  dipped-out  or  cleaned  coin. 
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DETRACTING  MARKS! 


Detracting  marks,  "natural"  or  otherwise,  take  away  from  the  eye  appeal  of  a  coin. 
Not  all  bag  marks  are  created  equal  and  their  position  on  a  coin  is  essential  in 
determining  its  grade.  In  the  case  of  a  Vermont,  a  deep  bag  mark  located  dead  center 
on  Ira  Allen's  cheek  is  certainly  detracting  in  nature  as  it  is  located  on  the  FOCAL 
POINT  of  the  coin.  However,  don't  become  paranoid  over  bag  marks  as  all  MS-63-t-  coin 
will  display  some  of  these  scars  of  time.  Remember,  as  we  have  already  discussed, 
the  FOCAL  POINT  of  a  coin  is  the  key  area  to  guard  against  detracting  marks  when 
buying  MS -6 3+  material. 

If  you  are  new  to  collecting  Commemorat ives  or  have  run  out  of  financial  steam  with  some 
of  the  more  expensive  missing  types  for  your  old  collection,  why  not  consider  buying 
MS-63+  coins?  Their  can  be  just  as  charming  as  the  GEM  material  and  they  won't  take  as 
big  a  bite  out  of  your  pocketbook.  After  all,  the  whole  idea  is  to  enjoy  yourself  and 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  doing  it  through  pretty,  MS-63+  coins! 

The  End  Of  Th ± s  Trail 


Once  again,  it's  time  to  put  another  issue  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  to  bed  and  I  hope 
you've  had  a  good  time  reading  this  publication.  For  your  visual  pleasure  and  enjoyment, 
I  have  reproduced  some  original  issue  holders  on  the  following  pages  and  I  have  not 
included  a  description  as  I  think  they  are  all  self-explanatory.  However,  if  you  have 
any  questions  about  them,  all  you  have  to  do  is  drop  a  line  to  Society  HQ  and  we  will 
answer  you  inquiries  in  our  next  issue.  Until  then,  I  wish  you  all  my  best  and  may  your 
experiences  be  worthy  of  commemoration! 


VERMONT  “BENNINGTON 

COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLL  A  f 


from 


County  N  a  ti  o  n  a  l  Bank 

8eNK)Naro«,  vt. 
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Jtaeki 

690  Sixth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


SENATOR 

JOSEPH  T.  ROBINSON 

Commemorative 
HALF  DOLLAR 


Dealers  in 

COINS  <&  MEDALS 


Large  Selection  of 
American  and  Foreign 
Coins 

YOUR  WANTS  SOLICITED 


A  New  Design 
issued  by  the 

ARKANSAS 

CENTENNIAL 

COMMISSION 

Authorized  by 
Special  Act  of  Congress 
June  26,  1936 


Collections 

Bought  for  CASH 

or  Sold  at  AUCTION. 

Correspondence  Invited 


--Official  Distributors— 

Jfatckb 

690  SIXTH  AVE..  NEW  YORK.  N.  Y. 


THIS  COIN  IS  ISSUED 
IN  RECOGNITION  OF  THE 
REN IARKABLF,  SERVICES 
THAT  THE 

1 IONORABLF,  JOS.  T.  ROBINSON 
HAS  RENDERED 
TO  T  HE 

STATE  OF  ARKANSAS. 


of  those  brave  Huguenots,  few  in  num¬ 
ber  but  great  in  courage  and  faith — 
now  a  city  of  about  60,000. 


NEW  ROCHELLE  CELEBRATING 
IN  1938 


In  l Ob 6  Congress  saw  fit  to  recognize 
the  historical  significance  of  this  settle¬ 
ment  and  passed  a  bill  which  the  Presi¬ 
dent  later  signed  directing  the  United 
States  Treasury  to  issue  25,000  pieces 
of  a  specially  designed  half  dollar  com¬ 
memorating  in  1938  the  250th  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  settlement  and  founding  of 
this  City. 


ITS  250th  BIRTHDAY 


/p"  -7«> 

♦  n..K.  \ 
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v  ' 
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Gertrude  K.  Lathrop,  sculptor,  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  a  member  of  The  Na¬ 
tional  Academy  of  Design  and  of  The 
National  Sculpture  Society,  is  the  de¬ 
signer. 


NEW  ROCHELLE 

COMMEMORATIVE 

COIN  COMMITTEE 


The  obverse  of  the  coin  shows  Lord 
Pell  receiving  the  protesting  “fatt 
ealfe,”  while  the  reverse  bears  a 
conventionalized  fleur-de-lis,  flower  of 
France,  which  appears  on  the  coat-of- 
arms  of  old  La  Rochelle  and  on  the  seal 
of  modern  New  Rochelle. 


Mayor  Harry  Scott  H  mar-ary  Chau  man 


Pitt  M.  Skiptox 
Ern  est  H.  Watson 
Jerk  Mjllrman 


Chairman 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


X  KAY  ROCHELLE 
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New  York. 

In  1688  a  small  group  of  Huguenot 
refugees  from  La  Rochelle,  France, 
landed  on  what  is  now  Bonnefoi  Point, 

New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  later  purchasing 
through  their  agent,  Jacob  Leisler,  one¬ 
time  Governor  of  New  York  State,  a 
tract  of  6,000  acres  from  John  Pell, 

Lord  of  Pelham  Manor,  one  of  the  con¬ 
siderations  being  the  delivery  of  “one 
fatt  ealfe"  on  the  festival  of  St.  John 
the  Baptist  to  Pell,  his  heirs  and  as¬ 
signs,  forever,  if  demanded.  In  1698 
the  first  census  showed  a  total  of  “231 
noids  —  men,  women  and  children, 
white  and  colored,  free  and  hand."  By 
1704  New  Rochelle  had  become  a  com¬ 
munity  of  importance  in  the  New 
Country  and  in  1857  became  a  Village, 
with  its  incorporation  as  a  City  in  1899. 

This  is  New'  Rochelle  of  to-day — 
“Queen  City  of  the  Sound”  —  then  the 
haven  in  the  wilds  of  the  New  World 


